Comments on Urban Activation Precincts

The fantasy of affordable housing
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Summary:

AUr ban consolidationo, ATranspor:t Oriented
Precinctso. Tall the timabnuets icthGasn gleasi cal |y t he san
people into Sydney which has long ago exceeded its limits to growth.

In year #8 of peak oil it is unwise to pro
actively increase the population of Sydney (half
of the growth is driven by an ambitious
immigration program). The larger the
population, the longer the petrol lines at the
filling stations when peak oil turns mta
physical problem. Australian crude oil is
depleted by a whopping§3%. Once motorists
=~ are forced to take public transport for leng
N _:,’E distance commuting from outer suburbs the
B trains will already be full at many stations now
developed or proposed to bevdbwpedassec al | ed Atransit oriented ¢

<

Diesel shortages mean food shortages and high rise residents vatigauten will be
particularly hard hit These shortages are almost guarantseedhe only viable alternative
transport fuel, naturagas, is set to be exported in energy quantities equivalent to the whole
Australian petrol and diesel consumpti@a when the time comes to convert vehicles to gas

i t 6 s a ledfor expomsnClever country exports itself energy poor.

Due to the glbal debt problem which was triggered by peak oil, the size of the housing
sector including associated infrastructure will be limitddd all this in the context oéver
increasing fees and charges pocketeddrysultants, architects, project promotensaficial
advisers, contractorand real estate agents. Precincts are particularly expensive as a lot of
lollies have to be included to make the project acceptable by local population. Trying to
achieve affordable housing in this way is a pure fantasy,eqa$ging in government papers.

There will also be power shortages the NSW and other governments fail to replace
outdated coal fired power plants with renewable energies (e.g. thermal solar plants) at a speed
commensurate with the urgency to reduce Gfddssions.In 2010, NASA climatologist

James Hansen gave Australian coal just 10 yeefsre global warming events become so
severe (turn on your TV now and what you see will only get worse) that everyone will
understand thatot only will we have to redie CO2 emissions but also extra@g2 from the
atmospheréo bring concentrations down to 350 ppm.

There will also be huge storms impactom highrises. The energy unleashed grows with the
square of wind gust speeds. In other wordis,ih highriseswill become very uncomfortable.
These flats will become the slums of the future.

There is only one solution: decentralization, decentralization, decentralization to areas outside
the commuting distance of Sydney. This can only be done with a job creabigram in
regional towns, preferably in renewable energies, biofuels etc. that means energy producing,
not energy consuming economic activiti€&istainable, that is energy frugal cities will not
have a higher population than 16@00 k and only when preply designed from scratch. No
matter what planning strategies the NSW government now adopts or implements, Sydney
will disintegrate into whatever subcentres can survive.



Figure 13.12 Components of total world crude oil production
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This is an optimistic assessment from BITRE completed in March Z#X oil is a process

which started in 2008t would have taken Q0 years to prepare for peak oil. That period

has now passed. Governments hate peak oil so the public is not informed propatly.
guaranteesno preparations will ever beadebefore tle system collapseone daywhen a set

of underlying problems convergieFreewheeling bng distance commuting by car will come

to an end in this decade That wi | | be the begi rProvidedy of S
news 3/ 7]/

nothing happens in the MiddleEast. 9t i n from todayos
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IRAN MISSILES
REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS HOLD WAR GAMES

6/1/2012 Iran playing war games but not in video arcades
http://crudeoilpeak.info/iraplayingwar-gamesbut-notin-video-arcades

When that happens, planning |l uxuri
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Detailed comments on:

Activation precincts guideline
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=VVaCekwk
oDk%3d&tabid=205&mid=1081&lanquage=&S

Quot e: ANSW St alityes toGubstantially imerease the supply of housing and
empl oyment, | mprove housing choice and housi

Comment: Employment in which sectors of the economy? And where will this employment
be located? In order to minimize transport requirements employment and hioagetp be
close together, preferably in walking or cycling distarideerefore the employmat strategy

must come first.

Quot e: neée. . it i's important t hat | and supply
regional | ocations. 0

Comment: This is just a lip service. The NSW State planning bureaucracy is Sydney centric
and worse, CBD centri®oth planning capacity and flow of money is concentrated in and
for Sydney.The latest example is the $ 6bn Barangaroo project. How much infrastructure
could you build in regional centres for this sort of money?

Qu ot e: logakgévernment will play agy role in the development, implementation and
delivery of these important precindais.

Comment: This sentence is already outdated.

Residents to lose objection rights in new planning laws

26/6/2012
http://www.smh.com.au/business/property/residéoieseobjectiorrightsin-new
planninglaws20120626210mx.html

Councils to lose approval rights over developments

28/6/2012
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/counciis-lose-approvalrightsoverdevelopment0120627
212w8.html

Quot e: AThe wupdat ed Syadnalesybredibmdl stratpges and the p | &
transport master plan will provide strategic guidance and a framework for the identification
of precinctsn

Comment: | have written a submission on the Metropolitan Strategy which is available on my
website

http://crudeoilpeak.info/wqgontent/uploads/2012/07/Big_Sydney big_problem.pdf

The plan is NOT updatedt has no energy, let alone emission calculations over the
projection period and is therefonet much different from previous versions.
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B Big_Sydney_big_problem.pdf - Adobe Reader

Comments on Metropolitan Strategy
Sydney over the next 20 years
(Discussion paper, May 2012 version)

Big Sydney — Big problem

Gladstone ||Big Sydney = '- m ‘m
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Every economic activity 1s a
transformation of primary
energy into usable energy with
the end product of CO2 1in the
atmosphere
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| first mentioned the lack of energy calculations when the Metropolitan Strategy was
presented at a 2005 semimathe University of New South Waleshich used this document

http://sydney.edu.au/architecture/documents/prc/prc_mayl18 jenniferwestacott.pdf

Thework was doe under DIPNR


http://sydney.edu.au/architecture/documents/prc/prc_may18_jenniferwestacott.pdf

5 years laterat a Sunset seminar in the University of Sydney

Planning for Sustainable Growthssues and Directions
http://sydney.edu.au/news/architecture/295/hawventid=5893

| asked the Director Generaf Pl anning: A Hloawds of ®ih yow many | i on s
millions m3 of gas and how many million®ns of coal to you need to implement the
Metropolitan Strategy for the next, say, 10 years? And what is tloepgios capacity of the

at mosphere when burning these fossil fuels?0

This energy ignorance, if not illiteracy will have severe consequences for Sydney
Quot e: ANomi nati ons f or p ohumietof sadrcespsudh@d nct s
Department of Planningnd Infrastructure research and empirical datananginations from

Councils, State agencies ath@ private sectad.

Comment: No voluntary nominations fromCouncils which are forced by the State
government t@pprove housing strategies. The example for Epping is this:

a Epping_Town_Centre_Study_-_Executive_Summary.pdf - Adobe Reader

http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/planniamdbuilding/eppingtown-centrestudy

This promotion material from developers was put on a website funded by ratepayers.
UnbelievableThis is how you destroy a suburb. No one wants these Mini Hongkéfigm

the land is sold or auctioned off, land values go up and Council rates increagentime
residents this is bad news.

On page 7 we find an image depicting the CBD with the Barangaroo development

F3 planning.nsw.gov.au/LinkClick. aspx?fileticket=VaCeKwk-oDk%3dtabid=205&mid=108 18language =en-US c ‘ J@‘J- Secur



http://sydney.edu.au/news/architecture/295.html?eventid=5893
http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/planning-and-building/epping-town-centre-study

| want to remind planners that this place will be flooded by sea level rises, estimated at up to
2 m by 2100 (Prof. Tad Pfeffer, INSTAARNcluding the melting of the Greenland ice sheet

http://crudeoilpeak.info/sel@velrises

More details are in my previous articles:

18/11/2010 Sydney builds huge "sustainable" basement candaakling Harbour
prone to flooding by sea level rise

Je] htto://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.auffiles/55758 /Appendix%20C %20-%20Architectural%20and%20L andscaping%20Plans. pdf

HIGHEST ASTRONOMICAL TIDE (HAT)
AHD RL 1,075

"SHFA"

AHD RL 1.675 NN ‘\r\

PROJECTED CLIMATE CHANGE SEA | UTILITIES / DEEP SOIL 1\
LEVELS KING TIDE IN THE YEAR 2100 / PLANTING ZONE
RL 2,575

http://crudeoilpeak.info/sydnelyuildshugesustainal@-basementarparkin-darling
harbourproneto-flooding-by-sealevelrise

4 ABC1~ (English) - VLC media

Work on this basement car park has started

13/9/2010 Barangaroo will not make existing Sydney sustainable
http://www.crudeoilpeak.com/?p=1859

Future generations wil/ ask: Awho all owed th
to the decision makers at the time. They wi | | lesor tlkerwrohgisisiea obthey b oo
ledger.


http://crudeoilpeak.info/sea-level-rises
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The same applies to othéevelopmentse.g.at Rhodes.

f'_o, ' http: //www.canadabay.nsw.gov.aujfverve/_resources/Rhodes_West_Master_Plan_2009_A1_Exhibition_Panels_LR01-03-09.pdf ﬁf} v [72] > | Google
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As an updatéo how much the Greenland ice sheet is in danger, this is therkgeatch:

Greenl and I ce Sheet Melt Nearing Critical oOT
June 2012

http://www.climatecentral.org/news/greenlaicd-sheetreflectivity-nearrecordlow-

researckshows/

Needless to say that Pl an n'fooalloaddimNievscaster Sart o
pro-activelycontributeso these sea level risdscumulative emissions since 2007, tHe 4

IPCC reportare taken as aalis including half of the emissions from coal expAuistralia

is in there with 4%.

So muchon the coordination between departments and the selection of sustainable precincts.


http://flood.firetree.net/?ll=-27.8390,138.1640&z=13&m=2
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Comment: The examples on page 8 demonstrate the employment deficiencies in the plans:

T ST s
= S i

T T T T __._‘_ << What is the employment creation in this

Y l area? We have large sports facilities and
':_:7,' H :' l jam jm S [pas 1) l

sort ofexhibition centre. Not many
permanent jobs in there.

<<< What is the idea behind this plan? Are
these office blocks with residential towers in
between? Or just flats and residents work
somewhere else?

Are we going to have an ever growing
service industry while engy supplies are
declining?

Where are the CO2 calculations for all the
concrete needed in these massive
developments€an no one connetitedots?

We just heard aboulhe increasing coal use at
a Boralcementplant: Coal war rages in NSW
http://www.abc.net.au/news/20:0%-
22/coatwar-ragesin-nsw/4087540
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